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The Yates-Tolson building is located on the
east side of North Commerce Street in Centreville,
just north of Railroad Avenue and immediately to
the south of the Harmon Building.

This building consists of a two story frame
structure with a pitched gable roof set gable end
to the street and a two story frame addition across
the south facade wall. The enlarged building has
an applied,pressed tin front and is divided into
two stores, with Linwood C. Yates and Company in
104 North Commerce Street (the south half) and
Tolson's His and Her Shop in 106 North Commerce
Street (the north half).

The first story of the street facade consists
of two similar store fronts, each with recessed
central entrance doors flanked by large shop
windows. A smaller door at the north end of
the facade opens into a narrow alley between the
north wall of 106 and the south wall of the adjacent
Harmon Building. A braéketed cornice crosses the
facade between the first and second story. Four

1/1 windows with louvered shutters are ranged across

the second story. A second bracketed cornice crosses
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The frame building at 104-106 North Commerce
Street was probably constructed in the latter part
of the 19th century. The building rests on a lot
that has served as an important commercial site
since 1796, when Joseph Thompson purchased
one-half acre of Lot 6 South from Mary Nicholson

for 570.(1) Within a year Thompson had made

2
improvements valued at $933,( ) and in 1801

Thompson sold the lot with store house and granary

(3)

to Thomas Harris for E450. The property

was subsequently divided between Harris's two daughters

(4)

following his death circa 1814 and in the 1830's

and 1840's the heirs disposed of their interests
in the property.(S) In the latter references, the
deeds refer to the "two houses and lots". Later
transactions do not include specific descriptions

of the number or types of buildings that occupied

the lots.
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

the facade above the second story. Both cornices have
complex crown molds, a deep soffit, and simple, scrolled
brackets. The facade of the building is covered with
pressed tin stamped with a brick pattern; decorative
metal hoods add a pleasing détail above each window
opening. The pitched gable of the original building
projects above the second story cornice of 106. A
péired Victorian window with multiple colored panes
is centered in the gable. The eaves of this gable are
boxed and trimmed in the same manner as the cornice.
To the right of the gable, a parapet wall forms the
top of the addition that comprises 104.

From the rear, the two-stage development of the

building is more obvious.
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(2)
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Footnotes

Deeds STW 4, folio 106. November 5, 1796.

1797 Tax Assessment, Centreville Town Commissioner

Minute Book, 1797-1876. Hall of Records.

Deeds, STW 6, folio 5. October 19, 1801.

Wills, RW 1, folio

~of Thomas Harris.

Deeds, JT 1, folio
JT 2, folio
JT 3, folio

180. Last Will and Testament
Probated January 15, 1814,

180. Sept. 11, 1834,
270-71. March 28, 1837.
295, July 20, 1840.
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Yates-Tolson Building
N. Commerce St.
Centreville

Centreville Quad.
Queen Anne’s Co.
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